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to diſcover to us at Evil of Sin, and 
our Danger by it. We pray for the 
Conſolation o * irit of ; and 
that he would not only work Faith, and 
Love, and every Grace in our Hearts, f 


es of his ooẽn Work, and of our Inte- 


reſt in the Love of God. We fa 5 


God, O Thou that haſt the 


& of all Men in thine Hand, pe hinge! ur 


Hearts according to thine own bs I 


t and plentiful Evides- a 


"Grabs + * e 
e tk 


wil&on Be chou our Li 
„, make us run in the Ways 
Ines; and let all the Means of 
. 4 ice be ee fog 
„ ſerviceable for- great Ends 
* 7% hich We ointed them 9 


pF hy Gale! ee SE 


WE thy Mercies draw us nearer to thy ſelf 
3 8 ny with the Cords of Loye: nd let 


ö . che ſeßeral Strokes of thine e 
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28 | Petition. Chap. J. 
the Name of Chriſt known and glorious 
from the riſing of the Sun to its going 
don That he would call in the re- 
mainder of his ancient People the Jews 
and that he would bring the Fulneſs 
of the Gentiles into his Church. That 
he would * down a more abundant 
Meaſure of his own Spirit, to carry on 
his own Work upon the Earth. And 
we are to ſend up longing and earneſt 
Wiſches to Heaven that the Spirit may 
- deſcend and be diffuſed in plentiful De- 
grees upon Churches, upon Miniſters, 
upon Families, and upon all the Saints. 
We are to pray that God would deli- 
ver his Church from the Power of per- 
ſecuting Enemies; that be would re- 
train the Wrath of Man, and ſuffer not 
the Wicked to triumph over the Righte- 
ous. We are alſo in particular to re- 
queſt of God Mercy for the Nation to 
which we belong; that Liberty and 
Peace may be eſtabliſhed and flouriſh in 
it; for Governors that rule over us, in 
Places of Supream Authority or Subor- 
dinate; That Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs 
may be conferred upon them from Hea- 
ven, to manage thoſe Affairs God hath. - 
entruſted them with on Earth. We 
muſt pray for our Friends, and thoſe 
* e eee en e 
rm m ane 


eee ͤ ͤ,¼ꝛ—̃ — —àU! ao. AS 1 


. Petition, 1 
would: deliver them from all the Exils 
they feel or fear, and beſtow them 


or hereafter. We muſt alſo pray for 
our Enemies, for that is a noble Singu- 
larity and Glory of our Religion. 
1 let it be obſerv'd, that when we 
17 for thoſe Things which are abſo- 
* Neceſſary to t 


* 
_ 


all the Good we wiſh for our ſelveghere - 


Glory of God or 


ſt | to-6urown Salvation, we may uſe a more 


full and fervent, Importunity in Prayer, 
we may ſay, Lord without the Par- 


ce don of our Sins we cannot reſt fatiſ” 


* 

” 

- 8 © fy'd; without the Renovation of our 
” | © Natures by thy Grace, our Souls can 
4 © never reſt eaſie; without the Hopes 
: 

ö 

6 

| 


of Heaven we can never be at Peace, 


« and in theſe Reſpects will never let 
<< thee go till thou bleſs Us. For Zion's 
c fake we will not hold our Peace, and 
6“ for the fake. of thy Nn thy 


& Glory, thy Church in t 


e World, we 


« will give thee no Reft till thou haft 


* made her the Joy of the Earth. 
But on the other 


and, when we plead | 


N with God for thoſe Mercies or Comforts "2 


Glory do not neceffarily depend, we 
dare not uſe ſo abſolute an Importunity 
in Prayer; but we muſt learn to limit 


upen which our Salvation or his own n 


ne bg 
e Lan e as-thisÞ 

"IF iitz nt with thine Eter⸗ 
4 -j ove with the Purpoſes”: or 
oh, Grace. aud the: great Ends of thy 
3 5 ry, then beſtow upen us ſuch a 
; © Bleſling if it may be for the true: In- 
1 . tereſt of our Souls, and for thinè A. 
1 5 Ks. nau in the World, then let this Fa 
dis | granted us; other wiſe wg 
0 Bf F PR =; ta earn to refign,our: e 
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ditffuſive 3 Leeds 2 (ey 
$ 3 by, its, ſelf and treated of e 
eig with God, or arguing our 
dee him in ent yet humble; 
8 anner; 18: one part of that Importuni: 
in Pra 8 re ſo much, 
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— — Pleading: > .. 
8 i Johor i. &If-T-ogul one; 
1 God-[xwouldiorder. my. cauſe beans . 


and ill myanoligeyajth. ar unent , 
is what the, erer e Tot 
Jer. xii. 1 Righteous: art ubouns 017 > 
hen I plead with«thee y het et. nid f. 
- with thee: of thy judgment; wer + 
doth the, way of the--wicked proſper 2-; 
Atei not. to ſuppoſe that our Argue 
F N 83 


- heiwas bef&erinchnedsy EN 
: deſcends to talk with u Aer che pe: 
ner of Men, ſo he admits us td talk Y 
3 — ekt n ee | 2 
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- 22 | leading. Chap. l. 
for whom we pray. We may draw Ar- 
guments for Deliverance from the parti- 

«cular kind of Afflictions that we labour 
under. My Sorrows, O 3 


© ſuch as overpreſs me, 
Na «Gel. 1 of thy Nene un 


8 ains and my 'Weak- 
hinder me from thy Service, 
„that I am rendred uſeleſs upon Earth 
< and a Cumberer of the Ground: They 
“ have been already of ſo long Conti- 
< nuance that I fear my Fleſh will not 
„ebe able to hold out, nor my Spirit 
<'to bear up, if thine hand abide thus 
< heavy Lupe me If this Sin be not 
< ſubdued in me, or that Temptation re- 
“ moved, I fear I ſhall be turned aſide 
cc from the Paths of Religion, and let 
c go my Hope. Thus from the Kind, 
Degree, or Buration of our Difficulties 
we may draw Arguments for Relief. 
23. The ſeveral PerfeBions ef "the Na- 
ture of God, are another: Head of Ar- 
guments in Prayer. “ For thy Mercy 
e fake, O Lor deve We: " Thy Loving - 
N kindneſs is Infinite, det this Infinite 
Loving-kindneſs be diſplayed in m 
C Salvation. Thou art wiſe, O Lot 
/ <© and though mine Enemies are crafty, - 
% Thou canſt diſappoint their Deviets : 
F And thou know how by thy won- 
„ & drous 


get's. Pain. 23 
c drous Counſels to turn my Sorrows 

to Joy. Thou canſt 15 2 way 
6 4 f my Relief, when all Creatures ſtand 
&« afar off and fay, that they ſee no way 
<'to help me. 5 5 art Almighty and 
= All:Sufficicnt : Power can ſup- 
4 preſs my Abet; at once, vanquith 
c the Tempter, break the Powers of 
85 Darkneſs 2 Pieces, releaſe me from 
Arbe Chains of my Corruption, and 


« art Juſt and Righteous, and wilt thou 
jet the Enemy oppreſs for ever? Thou 
« art” Soveraign, and all F 5 are at 
2 t Command: Thou to 
ns and Difeaſes Go or Come; 3 5 
therefore the Soveraign word of Heal- 
< ing, and my Fleſh and Soul ſhall praiſe 
 &thee.. Thou deljghreſt in pardonin 
4 race; 4668 the onour of our God 
" <0 forgive; therefore ter my Iniqui- 
ties de all cancelbd CI the abun- 
45 darice of thy rich 5 5 + 
3. Another Argument 72 
66 may be An Fa from 2 * everal % b. 
" Tations in "which "God ſtands” fs *Men, 
| Particularly to his bn People. Tord 
_< thou" art my Creator, wilt thou not 
See Defoe to the Wöfk of Abe 
„Hands haſt thou not made me and 
* < faſhitoned amr wür thou now de- 


ec bring me into oe Liberty. Thou 1 
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; 8 3 3 . m Overno & 
7 8 — and My. King, . to Whom DT. 


ber Protesien but to thee, when the 
i 2 Enemiss Sf chine Honour and of m 
2 Soul 'Beſet me around? Art:tholighat 
K-my.] Father? and haſt thou geg 
bY . 2 of e ren d And: f given 
WE. =D * d 1 thy 
* E Sano nod.thy Daughters? Wy th 
n ok like one caſt out of thy. Sight, 
n belongs to the Family of Sa. 
3$ 125 panty Are n not the Bowels of a | Farber 


E 

28 Se ebay Art: thou! not- my God m 
438 Webs Z and: the God and Father 
MK of-m Lend Jeſus Chriſt, by whom il ! 
* Wers ovenant is ratify d? 0 that | 
tion I would plead with thee for < 

neceſſary. Mercies. | 
The: ar io a and. arne His. 7 
J; 90 
be Rank EST Ar enteo use! 0 —— 8 
che Epilig me O- 28 8 


: 8 | 


a 
If 


« rhe. Articles of y ſweer Covenant, .— 


* "ok br ae and:Jo Joy and and kes 


„% and art 

6“ fulfill every one of thoſe Promiſes ? 
« What if A OTIS 
<« away, yet thy. „ ſtands upon 

« two immutabie Pillars, thy Promiſe 
ce and thine Oath; and now I have fled 
<« for Refuge, to lay hold on this Hope, 
« let me have ſtrong Conſolation. Re- 
« member thy Covenant made with thy 
“Son in the Days of Eternity, and let 1 
the Mercies there promiſed to all His 1 
<«< 'Secd be beſtowed upon me according 
„to my various Wants. This callin 4 
to Remembrance the Covenant of G 1 
hath been often of great Efficacy and 1 
Prevalence in the Prayers of e | -M 


Saints. 
Gad i in the 


7. The Name od Honour | 
World, is another -powerfi Argument. 
„What wilt thou do for thy great 
- © Nate, if 1/rael ſhould be. _ of on 
r.“ « peridh? Joſbua vii. 9. If th 
" dawn to the Grave in mu 
« 4 be ſhall praiſe ther in the Land 455 
„the Living? The Dead cannot cele- 
« brate thee, nor make mention of thy 
Name and Honour as I do this D 
This bee ee r Hezek ul 
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Prang, Chap. 
18. And David. uſeb iti 
age, Fhalm vit F. $008; 


an 222 à mighty Ar in 


all che 8 of the Church. 
6. Furmer | Experiences of our ſolves an- 

eee 0 er ſet of Arg 8 * 

make uſe of in — Our 

Chriſt in that Propheticab P/alm, i, e 


ii, 5. is repreſented 15 thi 
Argument; Our Fathers cried unto 


„ thee O Lord; and were delivered ; 
0 they truſted in thee, and they were 
4 not confounded; let me be à Partaker 


„of the ſame Favour whilſt L ery uno 
: « thee, and make thee my Truſt: Thou 


haſt never ſaid to the Seed of Jacob, 
4 ſeek ye my Face in vain; and let it 
4, not be ſaid that thy poor Servant h 


einow. ſought thy Face, and has no 


& found thee. d have I receivec 
% Mercy in a way of return to Prayer; 
Often hath my Soul drawn near unte 
- 6. thee; and been comforted in the midi 
e of Sorrows; Oſten have: I taken out 
-« freſſi Supplies of Grace according to m 


ceineed, from the Treaſures of 


0 $<:rhat arg. in Chriſt; and ſhall 600 


Sof cheſe Treaſures be ſhur-againilt me 


Uh \ v6 now? Shall I teceivt no more Favout 


n. the hand of my God, that h: 
6 1 nt, the m ſo plentiful) 


4 


1 
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Sect. . n a7 ; 
this, ſort.of Argu ment may ſcem to be 
uſed in Courts 15 Princ 7775 Or ee 


the Favour, of Great Men, yet God 


loyes to hear his own People make uſe 


of it; 5 For though Men are icky Wea- 
ry of multiplying their Bounties, yet the 
more we receive from God, if 175 bum- 
bly acknowledge it to. bim, the more | 
we are like to receive ſti | 

. The moſt powerful and molt p pre- 
vailing Argument, is 2 Name and Be 
diation . of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, And 
though there be ſome Hints or Shadows 
of the, uſe of it in the Old Teſtame 
yet it was, neyer taught us in a nd 
expreſs manner till a little before our 
Saviour left this World " John xvi. 23, 
24. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in m 
Name, -ask and je ſpall: recipe J's 755 
joy may be full. N 77 
the Father in my Name be tui bo 15 
This ſeems to be reſerved bY 15 pecu· 
liar Pleaſure and Power of the, Duty "of 
Prayer under the Goſpel. We are taught 
to make mention of me Name of Jeſus 
the only begotten and Ecerpal Sons, of 
Gat, oa Me 1 dec e 54 . 2 

U alyation : | 

we ſhould JA eds 


lia ** 


ſuch Lang | 
the Naber, 2 be my Sins. be fore. 
ae * 955 ut SAN 22 


5 rerceſſion of -Jeſus our High 


* 
*** 


28 Plating. Chap. l. 
| < thou beareſt thine own Son, for the 
«fake of that Love which thy - Son 
cc 'heareth to thee; for the ſake of his 
« humbled State, when he took Fleſh 
= 25; Upon him, that he might look like 
« a Sinner and be made a Sacrifice, tho 

wc himſelf was free from Sin; for the 
fake of his perfect and painful Obe- 
« dience, which has given cotmplent 

& Honour to thy Law; for the ſake of 
b the Curſe which he bore, and the 
& Death which he ſuffered, which hath 

4e plorified thine Authority, and ho- 
% noured thy uſtice more than twas 
« 3 {IR for my Sins to have affronted 
Remember his dying "Groans 4 


1 Re his A e when the 
4 Hour of Darkn ow: him; 
«© and let not the "fic of Darkneſs 


& prevail over me: Remember the Day 
« yhen chou ſtobdeſt afar off from thine 
£ own Son, and he cryed out as one 
© forſaken of God, and let me have 
4 thine Everlaſting Prefence with me; 
Let me never be forſaken; ſince = 
Son hath born that Paniffiment. bt 


gain, we may plead. With N 2 


| boye: „ Father, we bas 0 
ct Ak thee for nothing bur of — 45 


1415 2 wks thee for: We 
1 55 * e — 


"4 


deck! s. Profeſſion. 29 
e willingly requeſt nothing at thine 
6 Hands * Tl thine Bag Son re- 
**. queſts before-hand for us: Look up-" ? 
on the Lamb as he had been flain inn 
« the midſt of the Throne; Look up- _ 
on his pure and perfect Righteouſneſs" 

« 4nd that Blood with which our High- 

c Prieſt is entred into the higheſt Hea- 

« yens, and in which for ever he - 

„ pears before thee to make Interceſſi- 
« on, and let every Bleffing be beſtow-- 
ed upon me which that Blood could 

«© purchaſe, and which that Great, that | 
« Infinite Petitioner pleads for at thy, 
« right Hand. What canſt thou den, 
« thine, own Son, for he hath told us, 
that thou heareſt him al ways; for the 

« ſake of that Son of thy Love deny us 

& N * W 8 
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Of Profeſſion or Self-Didication-.. 
THE, $4 part of Prayer, condits ig” 
2 Profeſſion or Self- Dedication. ' + 


This is very ſeldom mentioned by Wri- 
p | G3 . ters 


30. Profeſſon. "a J. 
ters as a r of Prayers bak oy. to me it 
appears. ſo very nece in its N ature, 
and ſo Aiſa Gow all the reſt, that it 
aught to be treated of ſeparately as we 
* as, any other part 3 and may be divided 
under theſe four Heads. 

1. 4 Profeſſion of our Relation-t0 God, 

it is worth while ſometimes for a 

Saint to draw near unto och and to tell 
biy that he is the Lord's: : "hat he be- 
longs to his Family - That he is one of 
his Houſhold ; That he ſtands among 
the number of his Children : That his 
Name Is written in his Covenant : 

there 1s a tg Deal of Spiritual De- 
light and Soul- Satisfaction ariſes from 
| 9 Appeals to God concerning our 


Relation to him. 
2. 4 Profeſſion of out former Tranſulti 
ons with God. . Lord we have given 
our ſelves. up unto thee, and choſen 
«thee for -our Eternal Portion and out 
« Higheſt Good; we have ſeen the In- 
| « ſufficiency of Creatures to make us 
| « happy, and we have betaken our ſely 
« to a higher Hope; we have beheld 
« Chriſt Jeſus the Saviour in his perfect 
c“ Rightcouſneſs, and in his All-ſuffi- 
« cient Grace; we have put our Truſt 
ce in him, and we have made our Coy 
< . with the Father by the S 
eee « of 


GD Profeſſion? 
«of the Son; we have een 
«c, near to t heę Yar thine Ordinances; 
« have ratified'and*confirnied' the Holy, 
Covenant at thy Table; za Well As, 
4 been devoted to xhae by tte inni- 
& ial Ordinance vf Baptiſm we have 
given up our Names to God in his 
4 uſe; and we have as it were ſub- 
4 ra with” our ene to be the 
W bar n 38 Un 
N . Surren of of uur feldes . 2 
FL aps. Profeſſion of the preſent 
Exerciſe offend. 2 Affections and 
Graces towards him. And this is 
ſweet L in Prayer when the Soul 
is in a right Frame. Lord, I confirm 
« all: my former Dedications of my ſelf 
« taſthte ; and he all my covenantings 
4 2 ratified Or fot hap _— 
ncer ive my to th 

by poi I A with the grearel?” W 
% Solemtity, and from rhe bottom of 
00 my Heart: commit my Sout” | 
<< into the Hands of Jeſus my: * 
66 that he may ſprinkle it with his at- _ 
« ny comers Blood, that he may Coat it 
9 with bis juſtifying Righteduſneſe, and 

“ make me (a vile Sinner) accepted in 
the Preſence of a Juſt and Haly God 
J appear, O Father, in the — 
— ae Me TS 
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Wiki of Cine. own Son: 
* And I truſt thou beholdeſt not Iniqui- 
in me to puniſſi it. .iÞ;give- 31 
ou}; that has much 


Nature, and much af the remain 
255 y jets of Sin, into tha Hands:oP 


> new z * he may g every irre- 
lar row petite, and root out every 
* 


diſorderly Paſſion that he 882 
mY after his on Image, fill me with 
« his own Grace; and fit me for his own 


4 Gloty. hope. in thee my God, for 


4 chou art m my Strength and 
my bea! 1 love thee above all 
Things a and I ko I love thee.” 
IE; * Whom have; L in Heaven but ther? 
5 ond; there! is none Earth That T' 
on of there: I deſire 
Affections and 
| all Delights: 
« My Soul fand: dn awe and frars be- 
e fore the: And I rej joice to love ſuch 
A God who is Almighty, an and the Ob- 
I ject of my hig _ ence. 0110101 
4. 4 Pes F our humble and Bel 
4. 
Reſolutions to be the Lord's for ever. This is 
is called a Vow. Now., 


chang, cannot encourage Chriftians * 
PRE, * 3 


. 


* * 
* 1 


3 
ces by frequently d Vows, and 
— „ Sly N T ho gg in theth-- 

ves indifferent; which oftentimes + 
proves a dang Snare to Souls: yet 
we can never be too frequent, or too ſo— 
lemn in the Surrender of our Souls 
to God, and bindingour Souls by a Vow to: - 
be theLotd'sfor ever: To love him above - | 
all Thin _ ir to hope in him, . 
to walk in a courſe of boly - 
N 5 — to wait for his Mercy 2 
unto Eternal Life For fach a Vo. as 2 
this is, is included in the Nature of both _ ©® 
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the Ordina of the Goſpe), Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper. Such a Vo af 
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Do not affect to pray long for tha :;{ake 
r 
ought..be- 
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are Chriſtians ever the more edified. I 
confeſs when we feel our Spirits dry, 

to God for the Aids of his o.＋]ã n Hoy 
Spirit even in the middle af our,Prayer 
to carry us on forward in that Work; 
But every Man is not fit to pray long, 
God has beſtowed a Variety of natural 
as well as ſpiritual Talents and Gifts up- 
Sa of he greelt Gi g i 
Saint © Gifts, Ait 
for long Prayers; for bereby he may. 
fall into many Inconvemiences./-;;. ---- 


Perſon is betrayed, 
of long Prayers 


: . unworthy. 
his Divine Majeſty, and unbecoming 
2 Memes: Sometimes he is. forc'd 


4 . from the Sabjeck in band till 


his Thoughts again recover themſelves : 
And wig Worſhip 1s Ren a 


by al 
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hindred and corrupted: We ſhould - Wm” 
ther therefore take the Advice of b. 
_ "mov upon this Account, Erclef: v. 2. 3e 
not raſh to uiter any 3 God 

| i Heaven and thou en e 
* 0 We ae e bee ne 
Sin, to ſay the ſame Thi ww and 
| which our _— 


blames, vi. 2 


think bey fball | | 
faking. — indeed in the midft 
of our wum Affection — Prayer, we 
are of the fon conftrain'd to a Repe- 
tition of the ſame Words t 


ſtances of it in Scripture: But ſor the 
mot part our Repetitions are ſuch as 
v1 not the 
Barrenneſs of our Minds and the 9985 
2 l anger they 
3.) Again we wy 
of tiring thoſe 


an Aſſectation of length, 
that join auinh us; eſpecially ohen Pray - 


er is drawn out to many Words with 
much dulneſs and e ee, 
wit hout an variety of Thought. 
I. confeſs when the "Spirit is pbuted our 
in plentiful Degrees upon Men, and up- 
Wet extraordinary Occaſions 455 
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of Spirit; and there 221 Nin 


„ but the 4 


«- Rags Gp Ba | 
ſons have continuid in Prayer ſor an 
Hour or two together with a delightful 
variety of Matter and Expreſſon, and 
Alinſtead of Toil and Labour to hold 8 
found it diſſicult 140 break o 

— eye ah have been all the white | 
near to God, and they have held the 
Attention of thoſe that join with them 
and kept their Devotion warm Our 
EY have _ and felt ĩt; but chat 
irit is much departed in our Dayz 

and there are ſeldom found amongſt us 


eat lengths of Prayer with equal 
e — ep nes IR. 


ther in our rev others through. ſo 
long a Duty. N Ade 
4 We are 3 Nn 
this Means 10 exceed the Seaſon that is 

| allotted for us in Prayer, eſpecially; where 
others are to ſucceed in the fame Work; 
or elſe we 2 it may be 
other puy of Worſhip that are to 
low; ſome of our Fellow-wor- 
ſhippers are made uneaſie; and when 
Perſons are under a neceſſary Engage- 
ment to be elſewhere by an appointed 
time, or — be engag d in other Duties, 
part of their Devotion is 

nerally dpd. It * be remar 
here, that even When Jacob 9 
* the Angel * was required 1 
ü m 
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Him go for it is break of day, Gen. xxxii. * 
As we mult nt make one D 


to th 
out another, ſo neither ſhould we ma- 


nage any Duty fo as to make ita bard 


Task to our ſelves, or a Toil to 8 
but a Pleaſire ad en — . 
ment to bott tk 
I n add: in the laſt-Places: 
Jer by | this -exceflive Affectation of 


have given too much — 


pbune Sroffrrs of the Age, and hereby 
wicked of the n theſe 


Methods of Converſe with God ridĩcu- 


lou a their own Company, and 


Spirit of Prayer, becauſe of our ir- 
ee ' Performance of that part of 
p: Whereas when the Spirit of 
God by — his own immediate and uncom- 


mon Influences draws out the Heart to 
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1 Proceed now to 'the-Socond Thing. 
be conſider'd in _ mne Progr 


and that is Ade. 


to Men, b 
World, 0 
' to "MF e Spirit it 
is poured out a a Spirit 
| the moſt lorious 

tradict 
ſonable Method, although: his Methods 
may have infinite variety in them. 


not at all the leſs 
of God when; 
of Prayer ĩ 
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no: Aduted e 


to ſecure us from Confuſion, that our 
Thoughts may not be ill ſorted or ming 
led and huddled together in a tum 

. aud unſcemly manner. "Th 
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ſuffcient and All-Juffeientg and we 
mention this with the deepeſt Reve- 
rence, and univerſal Abaſement of Soul; 
and then we deſcend to praiſe him for 
Bis particular Attributes of Power, Wiſ⸗ 
nom, Goodneſs Ge. and exereiſe our 
Particular Graces accordingly. 8 in 
n ſelves. 
ile Sinners corrupt by Nature, and of 
the ſame ſinful Maſs with the reſt of 
Mankind, and then we confeſs our par- 
ticular Ini quities, and our ſpecial Guilr. 
So in our Peririont, we pray firſt for the 
Churches of Chriſt all over the World, 
und his Intereſt, and his Goſpel through 
out the Earth, and then we petition 
— — Nation, in this 
City, or that n of Chriſt 
to which we belo 44208 e. 39912 | 
Sometimes indee "I is a Bent 
| ally in fuming up all che Part lars 
laſt in one General; as when we. have 
God for his ſeveral Perfections to 
the- utmoſt of our Ca y, We cry 
out, < Lord thou art exalted above 
Sour Praiſes; chou art aleogether grear 
& and glorious. Or when e have von- 
feſſed ſeveral particular Sins, we fall. 
dawn before God, as Perſons that are 
i 1 guilty. Men we 
wee 8 * 
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1 ve then ank that God who is able _ 
for tis above What we can ask or chin 
that he would beſtow all other C 
| forts, and every Bleſſing that be knows 
2 for us: But ſtill 1 
obſerved, that general particular 
Heads ought to be ſo di ed, s 
to make our Merbod of Prayer 


2. Let things of | the ſam kind fur ib 


7 part be pus together in Prayer We 
bros not run from one part to another 


dy Starts and ſudden wild Thoughts, | 


— — often to the ſame a 


Se "going ng backward and 


—_— As v6 ihr noe {the Mind 
im that 65 difgu our Fellows .. 
worſhi — injures their Devoti- 
on: This will lead us into vin Repeti- 
tions, and we ſnall loſe our ſolves in cb. 
Work! Leu 10 D 8 
Vet I would is | 
thats ſometimes rhe ſame ng 
come in naturally, under two or tlirce* 


Pares'of Prayer, and be propetly” ale 6 
fed of in two or three by a | 
6ious'Worſhippers As: the mention * 


him for his own Perfections;:: un 
der che — of FO a 
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ſome of the Attribttes of God under 
the Head of ' Adoration, where we praiſe 
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when we uſe his Power, his e 

or his Goodneſs, as an Argument to 

— nad under the Head | 

of Thank/ziving alſo, when we bleſs him 

for the Benefits chat proceed from his 

Goodneſs, his Power, or his Wildom ; 
So in the 


| Invocation of — in à Sentence 

or two of Confeſſion of our Unworthi- 
ness, and of Petition for divine Aﬀliftance : 
So towards the Concluſion of Prayer, 


it is not amiſs to uſe a Sentence or two, 


conſiſting af ſuch Matter as may leave 
a ſuitable r Minds, 
2 of che ſame 
— emention · 
ed: Asto wk B 3 


queſts aha Name 3 
To recommend our Prayers —— —4 
Hands of our Riedoemer, our | 

Prieſt, and to commit our — rod 
to the Conduct of divine Grace, till we 
are ſafe to Glory. . che 
this muſt be done with ſuch a V 


1 n, ad and with ch proper 
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Order of things tham this is. "T's begin 


given 
Cad of ſuch Holineſs, and having 
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a 
rnit and the wo 
Mouths ſhould 


n eee e . 
ter chin is che moſt Gational 
and natural Trans dot Wk 4 
Having lai — | ules, 
the 3 Method I can direct 
to is, that Diviſion of the — | 
yer mentioned in the 


with Invoration, or God 
then proceed to —_— Gin: | 
we hare becauſe: of his various Glo« 
ries; we are then Jed to the 
work of Confeſſion, conſidering what: | 
little cont e Creatures We att in 
the Preſence of ſo adorable a God, and 
to humble our ſelves becnuſe of dur a- 
ng Sins and our many Neceſſi- 
: When we have to a 


God, par 5 — 
low, 3 A1 


God —— 


al | r ' Re- 
z after all we reſign our ſelyes into 
e Hands: of God, and expreſs 


our Self- 
Py ym to him; then ({wei-rtcolle&t- 


the Mercies that we have received and - 


Js — bim our Tribute 
our and Asad as he is | 
Sorin in himſelf, and glorious in his 


Works 
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1 cannos but think it a very uſefdl | 
ching young Beginners, in the wor 
of Prayer, to — theſe, Heads 
in their Order, to diſpoſe of their 
= hts and Deſires before God in 


e larly from 
bo part to another. 2 
needs be uſeful to aſſiſt and teach us to 
pray in publick, ſo ſometimes in our ſes . 


cret Retirements it may not be im 

par to purſue the 9 ag: 
Vet it mult be granted, there is no 

Neceſliey .of confining dur ſehe§s to 


this, or 60. any other let Method, nͤꝛp ! 


more than there is of ou 
ſelves to» Form in Prayer: 
Sometimes the Mind is ſo divinely 
full of one particular Part of Prayer; 
perhaps of Thank/giving, or of Self-refigs 
nation, that high Expreſſions of Grati- 
tude and of devoting our ſelves to Gd 
break out firſt, t. 
„ Lord I am come to devote my ſelf 
2 — 2 2 ever F 
am = through t rac 

| | Grace 1 thine 

| thus, |<: Bleſſed: be — 

. Name, O Lord: e 
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&« thine gbundant Benefits, that fill 
222 
ou n m uities, 
eee why Diſeaſe 
nw | Sometimes ven in the beginning; oC a 
We e on one of 
it, we receive a divine 


in a very devout Frame, we are not to 
quench the Spirit of God, in order to 
Rribed Mertod: e mg Am ava 


r 
ts, of divine Aﬀections,. of 


| God, and that have 
attained to a e 


of this Gift 
by long Exerciſe, ſhou bind themſelves f 
to 


any one certain Method of 
For Hol Sen find the Prayers recorded in 


Nr the 


of them, as the 
| owner 1 God n and the divine Affecti- 
ons of thoſe Saints led and guided them: 
But ſtill there is ſome Method obſerv 
and may be traced and demonſtrated- f 
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Aid in thispart of Worſt 
deed may pray he and effectually und 
yet make uſe of no Words: Some ihe 
the Deſires of the Heart may be too bi 
to be ex when the Spirit of C 
is with us in plentiful Operations, and 
aſſiſts us to plead with 8. 1 — Gant 
whith cannot be uttered, as Romans vii 26. 
Perſons that art dumb may think over 
their Wants, and raiſe their 8ouls to God 
in ng defires and wiſhes for Grace 
in a rime of need: Nor is there any 
Neceflity of uſing Langua God's 
account, for he knows the Deſires of 
our Hearts, and our — ſecret Breath 
ings towards him He chat Hearse with- 
underſtands us wit heut our 
Words. Vet as Language is of abſo- 
late 
thers may join with us in our Addreſſes | 
to God, w_ the moſt 5 Alcan Bud 
it neceſſary in ſecret. tao: Fas 

few Pers of ſo 4 LY ted. 


Power of Meditation maintai 
their Devotion warm, 0 95 = 
with God, or with themſelves | 2 
bly, without words. 
Expreſſions are uſeftil not — 
dreſs our 'Thoughts,* but, fomet 22 


form and ſhape and perfect the Idea 
and aß than of our Vince The 1 _ 


ip, — 
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awaken the Paſſions of = Soul as 

well as to them. Our Expreſſions 


ſometimes follow and reveal the warmer 


motions of the Heart, and ſometimes they 
are; dictated by the Judg ment, and are a 


means to warm the Heart and excite thoſe” 


Holy Motions. They fix and engage all 
our — in Religion and Worſhipy 
and they ſerve to regulate. as well as to 
encreaſe our Devotion: We are bid 
to fals unte us Mord and turn 10 the: 
Lord, am ſay unto bim, tale away, all Ini- 
quity, and receius us graciouſly, AO xiv. 
2. And in the Pals ot of David, we oſten 
read of his crying to tbe Lord with bis Shang 
and making Supplication with: bis Tongue, 
— —ů of his Prayer is 3 
that we have abundant Reaſon to believe; 
that it was performed in Secret. 
Here I ſhall. Tut lay duwn ſome Hi 
neftions how to —.— e 0 
Expreſſion in er.“ ec 1 
ſeveral / Nules about the Choice an 
of, oper Words and r iba 
The Directions to attain a Treaſure of 
8 4a da CANE 
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Shak God and 
preſcribed 


fete FESYOm wig? 15, $559) vil 
a 8 * = 
Di 7 p 


* 


— & 


> gone, Aymara | 
under a former Head, 3 | 
5 


* 
9 
* 
* - : 
* 1 
e GEEIO—_— ooo 
— — 2 
- 


8:7 
' 
T1 
| 
| i 


andy re 


FF. © Thoughts Wt ardent and intent 
J Phbraſes, 


-& With in our oon T 


; 96 ; Exproſion; in wer. Chap: I; F 


— — 
_ 


and Glory of the Stile of Seripture, and 
particularly in this reſpect, that tis 


4 J% Tongue With a particular Grac 
2 ceived innumerable — ws) 


1 poetical Paſſages in holy 
dc to our Expfeſfons, warm and ants, 


cc 


#7 19 


Infirmities, and 4 Spirit of 


e in us, by vggeſiing to us 


a og es of Scripture, that are 
to tn us boch with, Matter 
and Expreſſion in Prayer. * 


The moſt authentick Judge of: "ry | 


Thoughts and Language that our Age 


has produced, affures us of the Beauty 


moſt proper to teach us how to 
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I cafinot forbear tranſcribing this Para- 


oy from the Fagan, June 14, r 


t. hap very well (aith he) that 
<« the Hebrew: Idioms run into 8 X | 


& and Beauty: Our: Language has — 


Im rovements from that Infuſion 
aiſms,... which. are derived to it 


& Writ, chey give a force and energy 
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than any that are to be met. 
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&« Phraſe which may he drawn fro 


« the ſacted Writings: -. It has been 


aid by ſome of che Antients, that if 


4 «the ods wete to talk With ar IP 
in Plat 


hey would certainly ſpeak 
Stile; but 


with their Creator, they cannot do 
< it ia ſo proper. a Stile as that of che 
<«hgly Seriprares.” | - 2 
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Tal ed to the ſeyeral Parts of this Duty 
doration, Confeſſion, Petition, or 


Thankſgivi ; and let them be wrought 
into our A es to God that Vet 
Nay, if wg did but remember one Verſe 


every Day, and fix it into our, Hearts 

quent Meditation, and work it 
into our Prayers Morning and Evening, i 
it would-in time grow up to a Treaſufe 
be oO ee : 
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s. Sermons you have heard, 'the 
Books of Divinixy [you have” been"con- 
TD Aer with 100 parts of the We 
bol God you have lately read, and'efpe- 
FCially ou on Experiences of ie 
6 Hereby you will gain a large 
ure of Language to ae er 
'piols: Thoughts and*Aﬀedions, '. > 
"Tis à moſt profitable. 8 
you u have heard 2 Sermon, to cor 
with ſome Fellow-Chriſtian that h. 
it too, and run over all the Particulars 
of it that you can retain in your Me- 
mory: Then retire and pray 3 
again; that is, make them "che 7 
-and Subſtance of your Addvels'to 
plead with him xo inſtruct you in che 
Truths that were mention d, to encline 
35 to perform 'the Duties recommeh- 
ded, to, mourn over and mortifie - the 
- Sins that were reproved to react you 
to truſt and live upon the Promiſes: and 
Comforts: propoſed, ' and to wait, and 
"Hope for 5 3 revealed in that 
Sermon. I. er rhis be done frequently 
afterwards in the ſame Weck, if the 
Sermon be ſuited to your Caſe and Con- 
dition of Soul. This will furniſh ou 
© ancredibly with Riches of Matter 9 2 
. wo ay . Duty of 
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are borrow'd from other Lan 1gUages, and 
not Tufficiently.” naturalized, 3er which 
| Are Old and wort out of uſe... y ow 
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in em; and ready in the Necol.- 
kection of them at proper Seaſdns If 


* 


in Reading, 


All theſe are called Spiritual Gifts, be- 
"cauſe (as is before ſhewn) in the primitive 


With ka. 


en become akillful a and 


rere 


mon r „ 


. — it _— 201 OY 


me, 


= be caches 4þ owing and 2 
Jabs: e 26,\29--mauch more dem 
het Aſtian de pray: Bie gi, 
vides every one bet Gifts he pleaſes, 
and works cοrding to his good Plea- 5 5 
lure, 1 Con. NN. «ne — 1 0 i. 3 
All f o_ 


well: attended ; e 4 
made» ſucceſsful ? 5 wap — * al 
ditions AndyMenmay. {6-49 9 i ; 1488 
ſtians who. have dhe gre Gifts e 1 


5 a 
4. | * 
2 a 
ti 
©w - N 
. — a Ws "XZ 
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inen atv « 4 ng 
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Our, profperaus..... 9 755 
A. He inclines our Heaxt' e 


r 
* 


— — — — PE 


: 8 „en ee 95 
Vvirh God, arid«a Weurhet im them: 
"Fig only the Spirit ef God thar work 
a2 heavenly ee in W 
Toady to ways, and exeites us to 
| karen rl from tie ſeveral Concerns 
EC or from the Affairs of Life, 
to go to the Merey Star and to abide 
_— It is HE chat kindly and ſeeferly 


ce Man time. The 
855 the Boul K ec Sek 4d 


fan, Ckriſt y Fa, ip. Iv 
is he that enlat fic Defres"rowerd: 
Intimationsof Au- 


de” ee nes. - 2 

Motions he otertomes our! 
Friel eser ee eee 

_ aid Norhful Hearts: ©: — — 2 

rns Liberty fbr the work as. Well as in 
itz and recalls ohr Thoughts when wan- 
dring from God 4 
Be drawn awa age or ou Eats, or 
our buſie 0 e Suggeſtiom 
ke . irit that 
Badu & the Duty in oppolitzon 
ragements, and makes us wreſtle and 
| ; with God m Prayer, pole abr. our 
Farm before him, and ir ap dum ſerves 70 
5 en Tm TER to the Lan- 
9 0 Sas; 


4 
= 


Fall 


Soft. 2. | Peerage ho . 
e of thoſe res, Gen: xxxũi. 24. 
N. 30. n bxii. al. 8. E kev. 7. 
Now the dans which the Spirit of God 
uſes to bring us to 
us to che Duty, is by working in 
ouf 800i a lively Senſe of the Neteſſity 
and Advantage of" itz or giving us we 
Refreſnment and *. in and by it. 
And if when we are" engaged in our 
worldty 
— Devil is by ſudden viol 
eſſions on r LE draw our 
Hoarts away to jos, 
ſhoul$it be*cotnred a ſtrange thin deed 
the Rleſſed Spier "ſhould Fat in 
en Power by fer 7 2 2 hy 
Tos" 
fir wits us d rb tne oP Prayer Serie 


1s the — 7 EN | EE: 


_—— 


or in divine Worſhi 4 


and 


2 


according td nb A0, Fi a rao . v. 2 
Al . og that the Wir oe - 
contrived upon this- Seripture 

exclude che of the Spirit of God; 
are "much Forced 5 
— 


. Alt 
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* He fam the hama 


4 20 „Tis plain chat we im an what. i; 
I | 2008. for our ſelyes, Eecleſ vi. ia. and we 
of our ſelues ſhouid· often ask for thing; 
Hhhurtful to us, Jama iv. 3. We ate nor 
= acquainted. with .our-own. Wants, nor 
- i nen of our Relief the 
ths gon convinge u din and 
of, 3 and The Nigh - 
Xvi. . He i a 
* 
| "= ; 1g10n: ''Tas 7 7 
4 * FE 55 ＋ by t; knows: what 
1 9 axe —.— Her. 
| 8 2 rhe e. 
be us to pray for Things 2 
3 to che divine Will and Purpoſe. 
. . * then alſo gives a him, of 
ſome Argumen — Tap: with . 


- 


. 
* Sax. 7 
* 


R EE 
3 Chriit, . Jahn 


* IHuminarion in 


* 3 7 
r oy 
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| Wee bo x that ES divine Thing 1 our 
__ Remembrance : Such Things - 


- fy Conteliv.. Aud ling ws 70 
#1 * relies | 


| a — . 1 
reflect on ren Mercies richly- ſap- 


ſo1vi Ii i 
e, | 
pluck'the good Sed of the Ford of Ge | 
out of the ears, 'Matt. XIii. 19. why | E 
any 0” as well ſuppoſe the Good, T 
Spiri 1 


ir to put good Thoughts into tube 
Helit, to prepare and furmiſh us for ſuch _ 
a Duty as Prayer? And ſueh kind of In- 


incoces us theſe, axe culled the Good '. 
Spirit of God, which 5 7 


Motions of ch 
Chriſtians of every ect and Per- Fo | 
ſwaſion' will allow in bens degree. 9 


V. ben thi” Spi ns of Gad egen hb 
largely wil Matter in Prayer, he doth is 
„ E meaſure Iufuenee the Method r. 
: Method is but the Diſpoſition of te 
: Materials 'of a Prayer one after another;  _ 
Now as it is impoffible our Tengues 
uld ſpeak all theſe together, ſo it s 
le our Minds ſhould feecive all 
Hints of them from the Spirit 
at onee, but ſu ively one after anos 
ther as ſeems good to him. Sometimes 
he fills our Souls with ſo deep and pen: 
tent à Senſe of our paſt Sins, that 1 
break out before Goc into humble Con-- 75 
feſñons in the very Beginning of Prayer. 
4 O Lord, Lam Vile, bet thall T an- 
q ſwer ther? Mine = are gone 
oper * ad * * of 
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. „ Moeck ed Clap, W. 
4, them! is Infinime And perhapt che 
Soul dwells upon ity Humiliationg:;;thio” 
amoſt all the Time of Workkip..u! 
At another time the Spirit works as 
the Spirit of Joy ud Thaukſgiving; 
and che firſk Wardz abe I- inn Uster are 
the Language of Grztitude and Pxaiſe. 
| thee, Father, Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, chat tho the Myſte- 
& ries of the Goſpel are hidden from the 
<4. Wiſe and Prudent, yet thou haſt: re- 
& vealed them unto Babes. 
Sometimes the Soul is ſo inflam'd with 
Deſire after fuch, a particular Grace, or 
Mortiſication of ſome ſpecial Sin, that 
almoſt from every Part Sf P, Prayer, from 
Adoration, Confeſſion, n (9c. 
it will fetch ſome Argument 2 
ing that Mercy; and at every turn in- 


. Pc that ſpecial Petition, inforcing it 


with, new Arguments and Pleadi eadings. 
Thus tho' the beautiful Connexion of 
Sentence with another, and the 
mooth and eaſie Tranſition from one 
Part of Prayer to another, be leſt much 
o our ſelves 3 yet the meer Order 5 

thoſe Materials which the poly pi 
gives in While we pray, will. g 


gaeegree under his Nirection or bc 
Aud if we may underſtand thoſe. words 


8 en N nk 25 


Snug This Oe. in P 


Se. 1 — in "jj ks Wy 


Nee 

et e ing W Fa we ſpeak. 

to God, and 5 well cry out, "Lord, 

teach us what wwe als ſay to thee, for we - 
cannot order our Speech by reaſon of Dark: 

ne we. need Light In 

from thee, to 7 our Speeches, and. 

to put them in order | 
VI, The Spirit may. he : ſaid? to FOO ſome 72 
Seftance alſo reward, apt and proper e 


in Prayer. For he concurs in an ordin 
Way to the Exerciſe of our natural, an 
acquired Faculties of | Knowledge, Me- 
morys Vivacity of Spirit, ineſs of 
Speech, and hol Conkdence, whereby 
we expreſs thoſe Thoughts "which Þ be 
hath excited in us ina becomi 
ner. And this he doth alſo in Ker) 
ing and Conferring upon the Things of 
God, and this more eminently in the 
Work of Prayer: So that 18 'A Res 
liever is able 15850 fome times, pour 1 2 
his Sout before God, with 4 fülneſß 
Thought, aud Vie of Expreflion, to 
the FT feat Comfort of his on Soul, and 
the Edlfication of his W RA. ö 
pers. Saint Paul ſpeaks of 9 | 
and Utterance, as 1 iritual W. 
7. and 2 Cor. viii, 7. And he ofte 
ed for this Co! dence and 8 


N : 


— 


"©: Hee Ya the pints che tv. 


Eph. vi; 19. C. ir. 2, 4. And we allo 
8 Reſon te ak it of God in Prayer, 
3 4 tis as nece 77 in that * 5 
ing on the Work of Grace | | 
em. and the Buildi be the 
urch, the 11 of Chi or which 
al Gif on Wot” 
a Allo; That the koly 
Spule quent by Teeret hints ſupplies 
us with t or Prayer, he b 
that very 8 * afliſts us toward Exprel. 
ſion; for Expreſſion is but the Clothing 
der Thoughts or Lea in proper. Words. 
155 in this State where A Soul and 
ody are 992 united, the 740 pert of the 
| Ideas and 4 Conceprions of our Ming are fo 
join'd to Words, that Words ariſe as it 
were mingled with thoſe Ideas or Con- 
ceptions, which the holy Spirit awakens 
within us. And we may humbly hope, 
tat when he hath give 1 us N ſecret 
: what we ſhould pray for, he 
will at leaſt fo far enable. ys to uſe pro- 
Expreſſions, as may banc the 
. une Thoughts and! Matter to e who 
join with us in Worſhip. ., 
ppc when proper terials of 
888 brought to qùr Mind in Serip- 
ture E ion, in forme Senſe theſe 
Lare wordt ubicb the holy Ghoſt teachetb, 
. which is ro to "yy. 


1 


Seft« . Allr in'Proger..\* 1 
ne Raped aye 9 "I 

„3§³ĩ2—e6 apo 
at that time, when together with theſe 
3 the Graces o we . 
wrought up to a lively Ned which 
is * oy nag e ne 


3 are upon che Merger the hat 
Spirits warms, and raiſes our Defire and 
Love. ''We: zre' in our ſelves cold and 
Seng to ſpititual Things,” he makes 1s 
lively in Prayer, and holds us to the 
Work he hegets a holy Reverence of 
Cog, 1 we . hin 1 he works in 
t in 5 Defires 
after him; Ferveney an = 
in our Petitions for Mercies 3 
Submiſſion and Refi | 


"av" How fu bie ue Shag! TV. 
vith God for an Anſwer to our Prayers; 
he fills us alſo with holy Joy and Exul- 
tation in God, while we recolle& in 
Inter to his Glories, or his Benefits, 
| awakens all the Springs of Thank- 
fulneſs. As theſe Qualities in their firſt 
Operation are attributed to the Spirit 
of God, which is not my preſent Buſi- 
Fronts prove, fo in their conſtant Exer- 
eiſe in every Duty they want his fur- 
ther Aſſiſtance and Efficacy, ſince of our 
| JO an Apoſtle could fay, pe 'are not 
tient for one good Thought, 1 Cor. iii. 
5 zur all our ſufficiency 1 'of God; tis 
God of bis good Pleaſure worketh in u, 
Both to will, pres do, Phil. ii. 13. He 
gives us Ansele Aims and Deſigns, i in 
* Petitions; for as to the Manner of 
«out Prayers, there is the Aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit neceſſary as well as to the 
Matter, and 'tis hinted in the Text be- 
3 cited, Rom. viii. 26. 10 ow . 
 *abbat to „as wo ti bit 
Spirit © . le influences * 
Minds with a true and uptight Aim at 
the Glory of God, and our Salvation, 
for other wiſe we are ready to ant good 
Things amiſs, that we may "ſpend hem en 
2 James iv. 32 
This work of the Spirit tis «wading 
our Graces (tho”- it be mentioned u! 
eee ee k. GaN W Ion 


£3 Sit Pre- 


cit)" en ee 3 WM 


codes his other Influences or our o] 
abqur, in ſpeaking to God... um 
Thus have I detvered my Sentiments 
at large coticerning the 'Extent of ibe In. 
Putnces"of the Spirit of Gon in Prayer, and 


have fo en how he qualifies us habits- | 5 


ally" auth „ actually difpoſes and 

pre or it, and gives us preſemm 
A Bader ie i. And after all 1 would 
fay; that the moſt conſiderable and com- 
mot Aſniſtance in Prayer, which is pech- 
Uarty attributed to the Bleſſed Spirit as 

4 + Gogh Prajer, and may be expected 


this; the putting gur Souls into à pray- 
ing Frame, the ſtirring 
eis and” Breathings Affer Godg 


feetet Tanner of dip real Wants nd kf 


Argumente aud Promiſes to pledd with 

God, ee, 2 — 'Eove,. 
Fear, -Hope "ahi „that are ſuited to- 
this Dit Ys addin rely upon this Ac- 
conn! Gar" he is leo I: 'of Grate 
and Supplication:- When theſe are raiſed. 
to a high Degree the Heart will have 
2 naturgt Influences upon the Tv ntioh, 
the „the Language, and the 
Voice. Out of the nee of the Heart 


the "Mouth: wi /peak. "And for the moſt 


"FE he Utreranice will be proportiona- 


dd to the ene Abilities. _— 
-.K4 . of. 


from Rim in eur Day, confilts" chiefly 1 ; Y 
-up Holy Motl- | 5 


e to the Degree of inward Affectien, 1 


200 How far the ſpirit Chap ix. 
oft the 2 th v EXC ſome 
lorious 8 * Men 
a! —— ond ee Le 
common F ce of the TN + 
tre t venture upon this Su to 
ES Adareſs to thoſe Perſons h W]! 
entertain nothing in Religion, but what 
pears agreeable to Principles of, Rea 5 25 
Zhen, and yet have taken 
| 7 D i ly, Day 
. la t me mtreat ous! irg, to 
tell me what is there in chis Doctrine 
that is unreaſonahle to aſſert, or 2 
coming a Philoſopher to believed If the 
an God has required every Man to 
and will hear and reward [The hum- 
and ſincere Worſhipper, why may 
2 he is ſo * ſhongte us 
us in this Work which; he re- 
quir not he full of Goodneſa, and 
| ready to accept thoſe Sinners that return 
to him ? and why ſhall. not the ſame 
Goodneſs incline 7 — to aſſiſt thoſe. that 
deſire and attempt a Return? Why may 
he not by ſeeret Impreſſions draw out 
further the Deſires of that Soul that al- 
ready Breaths after bim, when he ſees 
X _ 8 irit willing and feeble, and thus 
ſfweetly incourage the Worſhip he de- 
2 in, and — his Servants for 
ne 751 5 pH; cold 
20 8 tine n re $0309: 
48 ; 1 


4 Fav not 
:TO- Te 
Is; 


= = a. hh oc... ot. 3 


dect, a as in Frhr. 22 
This aan may le re repenred 6 Chineſe. 
Aue that profeſs. the: DoBrine f ibe Holy 
Trinity with much mor Force and Argumemm. 
Do you believe rhe Almighty God ſeut 
his on Son to teach us how to pray, 
and when we are taught the richt Wa, 
why may not his own Spirit aflift in the 
Ferformance ? Hath "Ze/us Obi p urcha- 
ſed Heaven for us, and may 4 7 
rit he permitted ns us e 
that Heaven; and awaken our Defires'to -- 
ſeek irt When the Son of God ſaw us 

ing in Guilt and Miſery, did he | 7 
deſoend and telieve and ſave us by dying 

for- us? and when the Spirit of G 
behblds a. pbor Creature wi MG. 
ceive this Relief and Salvation, and yet. 
is afraid to venture into the Preſcneg” 0 
an offended God, why may he not g 
ſcerer hints of Incouragemont, and dra 
out the Addveſſes of the Heart 480 7 | 
to a God that is willing to pardon ? 
When he ſees a humble Sinner 
and W to break 5775 Temptations, 
to lay aſide yain Thoughts, to put car» 
ral things far away from the Mind, gd 
to converſe with God alone, why may 
he not 1 B ep de, ſome 2 12 


upon him 8 A of 


tections, make WT 
culties, and raiſe him a 3 a 
daa Father? fince he hab given him 9 

WE: Fa- * 


|. exerciſe: the | Thoughts of zee 


mas = Ong "Os 
 Faoulties.of, Memory, Invention and 
| diet ay why may not of eat thoſe Fa · 
culties hen directed toward himſclh, and 
-make,themſwafter and warmer in their 
 advances:toward God? To what) pur- 
Poſe is the Bleſſed Spirit mentioned fo 
oolten in the New. Teſtament as one that 
1 50 Helps fo rward the Salvation of Men, to 
i Phaden 505 7272 he ſuſtain ſo 105 
Offices in 

What Bade is he ſo often — po 
hriſtians to be with chem 7 dwell in 
them as a moſt glorious BI ol the 
| Goſpel, if he be notpermited to. ſomuch 
5 this in aſſiſti en to draw near to 
their Maker, helping the Children 
God on Earth to . with their 

F ather which is in Heaven? Now it 
ſuch Condeſcentions as theſe ate not un- 
worthy of the bleſſed God, why ſhould 
it reren of a. Manot a Ban 
ro eve en Ang hope for chem? 
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chat arise on this Subject of * 
ale. 95. the it in Prayer, Which 
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abs pious 
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| 3 for he both aſſiſts in the 


by : — 


Sede the — 


ms Dügeunte ! My, 2 
N theſe Cheb 
. F  "Cantion D — 
mana F Inpulſer or urgent Impreſſion 
A o go dd e en, always from: 
the Bleed Sh .D?n;. Nutt} 05 Wein ee 
„Soletimes the meer Ten F C 
aWiken'd under Senſe vf*Guilt 
and EA. bger win erge a nakurat Man 
te Prayer. 80 kde. Sallors in 
Je Ship , When ee With a 
torm, aher thöm fell a 1 1 e = $i 
the Spirit '6F-God"Hy KR 
ons makes muefr uſe of r 
of Men to earry on — 
When theſe in ard Hupf 70 pay" 
meerly from ſomeè affrigb 


ting Providence 5 6 


or ſudden Corviction, and Torment of 


Mind, and thus drag us into tlie Preſencce 
gen deen en „ Atliſtance and + 

r the Duty and with- 1 
out teh vegard'-t6/the 'Suece of ne 
Duty, we may juſtly fear the Holy Spi-. 
rit of God Hach not much hand in üuüõꝗßn 


makes us ſolicitous about ele 8 
ceſs of it; et. dufte non i cf: 


Sometimes alen himſelf nh bk 3 
agen. himſelf into Angel of Lights © 
Madan Perſon to go 1 99 
"+ - 


2 / 


| | as never to thruſt out anather 


vert us from 


* * 2 Y 
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But b Impulſes are generally vi 
and unſeaſonable, When we aden 


in ſome other Buſineſs that is the py 
Duty of that Seaſon, he 
commands in a Moment to leave 1 
| 1238 and pray. But the Spirit of 
| draws u tg God at u fit Scaſonꝭ fo 
neceſſary 
Duty toward God, or toward Men: He 

u God 3 and his be 
kxxites us to the Duty 
Hour; wherefore — would but di- 
s Buſineſs by: foreing us 
_ away to another and then. leave ud to 
our on Weakneſs: in ir, and vex us at- 
reward: with Acculations., *''-:.!-5- +: 

H. Second: 9 Do.mu end vis 
Influences of the. Spirit of Prayer fpould- le 
fo vthement and enſrbles as certainiy to di- 
F 
. rie; for the Spirit o 2 

s toward iris People, agrecable to rhe 


Diſpenſation under which they gres ei- 
| — ins more fideo weer 


ae he Su taheat the itef de 
carried che Prophets |aways,as wy 
It were in an Extaſie beyond, themielyes z 
their Style, their Geſture, as well as in 


17 ** 


| ward Oommotiens of Heart, were fre- 
=” ae coπ nm 
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ner af Men and did ſufficiently evidence 


hemſalves, and in ſome: Meaſure to 
were under the Im- 


others alſo, that they 


preſſions of the Holy e relate 


ſons. eV wh val ine 1 
Under hrs ir T8 Sawrent the Apoſtles 
had a more conſtant and habituab Aſſiſt 


anee of the Spirit, ho! it was extraor- 
dinary alſo; and in a calmer way wac | l 


influenced in Prayer and Preaching more 
agreeable to rational Nature; tho? with- 
out doubt they themſelves well knew 
when chey were under the certain Con- 
duct of the Holy Spirt 


i ini ie 
„„ 
* 7 
Spirit of God uſually Jeads us info Toft 
and ſilent a Manner, to the 
Temper of our own Spivirs, and con- 
current Circumſtances of Life, that his 
W are not 10 be caſily diſtin- 
guiſhd by our ſelves or others; from the 
rational 3 our own 1 br in 
fluenced dy moral Argumems; t 

the holy Tendeney, und the 2 


ance! from the Bleſſed Spirit: 

Such are bi Operations! generally in 
Converſtonz Sancti ſication and Conſd- 
lation; ha works ſo connaturahy and | 


can 


- 


Effects, we know we had ſome A-. 


n WW 3 


— ++ | 


TN Oude _—_— 

3 ou [diftinguiſ his 
ing. emenoe or 
AImpre 


ſſion but it is beſt known 

- ayour-ard reliſh! of Divine! Th 
ve then feel in our Souls, and by con- 
ſequent Fruits of Sunctification in our 
Heartz and Lives, 1 
II. Third Caution. Wo Ie Dave wt 
e In- 


God hath no Where pon | 
to beſtow them: The chief Ends for 
which immediare Inſpirations wete given 
are long ceaſed amo 7 
ee e erer yet there have 
nat been wanting be 
of ſome extraordinary 
Spirit of God to pri, Truth of the Go- 
Apel, both ene eat 
and for the I 
and Conſolation of ry 
In ͤ the el ke 


Spirir s work is 1 — bree er 


and carried on by 

mons, occaſional 

ral Arguments 0 21 e 

Gs at laſt Wera fear yt 
ture, ves to 

up himſelf to Chriſt accordiig to the 

Ace oß the Goſpel . Vet 


„ ö there 


1 


r 


As I G 6 7 5 


e A 8 re 


de 


his own natural and a 


Sense 95 nies e hw" 
' there are now and then ſome : 
and ſudden Coverſions wrought. by:xhe 
wering Influences of the Holy 

8 irit, ſome oy. hrth: the Converſion | 
of Saint Pall. 7: Cat 
I the Cos ation of Samts, tbe Spirit 
SN ſts their own Minds in com— 
— Hearts wirh the Rule of 


ord, and makes it they 
are the Children of God, by Talg the 
1 _ $a 
this is his 0 tn 3 
E when the Spirit 
of God hath in a more immediate — 


NR IR eee 


trembling Believer to recerve 

ion d this hath been cyideneed-to: be 
Divide: by the! Humility and advancing 

Holineſs that hath followed upon it. 

So it is in Prayer. The ordinary Al 


ſiſtances of the W given in our Dax 


to Miniſters, or eee in 
their utmoſt A no mare 
than what I have deſcr — the fore 
going Chapter: But there are Inſtances 
wherein the Spirit of God hath carried 
a devout Perſon in Worſhip far 1 
quired Powers 
1 8 of the Gift f Frqer, and 
to an uncommon and e 
D n W | 


* 


POT" 4 


o I ” ww 2 4 
"oy, | : N nn 
N * SJ” * 00” 4 - 
' = 


208 Cautient alaut Chap IV. 
very.qoqeto.thoſe divine Impulſe hib 
| itive Chriſtians en] W 
4 Miniſter in mpublick [Aſſembly 
Bs — enabled to make his Addre 
N with ſuch a Flow of divine: 
quence, and ſpread the Caſes of the 
wholeAſembly before thè Lord, inkvch 
72 that almoſt ev 
preſent hath been ready to donf 
2 — e ae. "57 dingy have 
ſomething of a Divine Power at- 
his Words, 2 their Hearts 
near to the Throne, and giving them 
a Taſte of Heaven; g J ine have been 
converted in Number, and Saintz} have 
been made ant in Grace, 2 
ceived bleſſed | Advances toward: jorys 
+I would not be afraid to ſay, y 
6 God is in this place — wich the 
* extraordinary Poner and nan; bis 
66 Fnirit. 

I a Ohriſtian hath e by 
this Spirit making Interceſſion in him 
to plead with God for ſome particular 
Mercy in ſuch mn Strain of 
humble and heavenly. ment, that 
he has found in himſelf and in- 
ward Aſſurances chat che Mercy N 


| bebeſtowd b ſomerhing.of a 
vical: equi and — never been .<f 
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Aids and Anſwers. 


Darkn 7 5 
| 67; a Yor 7 Soul bath been. copliifing 
with Doubts and Fears, and waiting up- 


hath been at the 
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SeR. 3, fe Spirit's Influence. 405 
Exerciſe in the Prayer, and aſterward 
the Succeſs bas always anſwer d his Ex- 
ation; I ſhould. not forbear to be- 
PRE gular Preſence of the Su- 
9 


1 
5 and private of the laſt 
Age in Scotland, are notable and glori- 
ous . 71 7 'this ane pn 


qus 0 
> long fecking 5 per 
ſome divine Truth, ſhould 
Pry! (elf pa end upon his pou 
with a Beam-of Heav'nly Light ſhining 
Yo that Truth with moſt peculiar 
1 and teachin 8 more in 


eg in Trek 


one Er di b 
Months he of Labpur an 1 Study, 1 ſhould 


venture to ackno | ge the 1 

the of Prayer 
and e 4 ** — 7 
enjoy d ſuch divine Favours at the Re- 
N 5 the Church h from Fegiſb 


on God in all his appointed Ways of 


Grace, ſeeking Conſolation and Aſſu- 


rance of the nin 6 if wie bs - 


4% | i, 4 ene 


Has W. God as bis God filing and 

reconciled, and as it were ſeen the ork 
'of God oh his own: Heart in'a haps 
and convincin 


Light, and | 

1185 ue Wor Fine 5 

on his e888 4 hath! be 

5 of his Love to and. the og 

of God to him, if from that immediate 
Senſation of Foy ee 2 1 
filled | with 7 un(deakable aud 
A el 4 wirm'd with h | 

Zeal 15 Lg Hongur'of God, 

- F maſt Believe füch. K bne 
Abe ale a5 4 Child of God by the 


ert "Influence" of the Spirit's A 
ae 2 U . 55 


. Den. 
ye But e age of the 
Ko 5 f God ck e pecaule 
tiere have been many'v: e Fooliſh 
Pretences to chem, 1 1 would make ihrer 
Remarks. 


1 Theſe a Inſtances, 'be- 
PE tak es Ph 
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gene arbit r 

RL erect: Gd, e 

. fat 
An Saen e 7 to exp ect 155 Tho 
Pi Cas wo 110 many 5 7 In- 


x Foy Rn 
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elk 


the ſame Rule to judge 


ans in the Truth: | 
yer they fall far ſnort in vhs Ain 


taught us ſo far to diftinguiftr aty 
ticular Parts or Paragraphs, 


can ſay, Theſe ars perfott 


- W., 2 ' SY 5 - 
y 1 


aha Wee nge; 4¹¹ 
and humble Souls than evercameto "1 | 


lick Notice. Ale | pF 
. bk ve ben vag of 0 


ſtingu from ihe” 5 Effects of a 


wan Pie, and from the Spirit of De- 
luſion, not ſo much by the Brightn 
and Vehemence of the preſent Impr 
on, as by their Agrecableneſs to th 

ſtandi ule of the” Word of God, and 
their uffaence toward Humility and 
growing Holineſs. There is therefore 
of the Unto 
mon, as well as the common A 


Mfunces of 
this Spirit of Supplica tion 
low * ſbever theſe rare and: ex. 


travrdinkry mpulſes come to the Inſpi. 


es and firſt Chiri 
and ebe ef gen 
Evi 
of God hath not 


ration 05 0 tn, 


dence; For the Spirie 


ph cen oF fc 
Pr * 888 


an extraordinary 


perry 
on; becauſe e ne * 


in Competition Wk — 
as the ule of Faith and Pratice of kB 
Saints. 412 ut an nie bind wow 


** Fourth Cnution De be make 


: 


nan n Nr the Meaſure. of your 
ay rn rhe. a Prog, 
Fat 0 


If we follow this Rule, there are three 
Caſes where we may be e Ml- 
ſtake. 

Firn Cale is ber . Gift & gre 
and lively Exerciſe. Have a Care | 
lieving, that all rhoſe Perſons, pray » 
the Brin, vp pronounce very pious 
Expreſſions with great ſeeming Ferven- 
Cy, and much Volubility of of Speech z 
when (it may be) their Behaviour and 
Character in the World is ſinful, and 
eee, ht of Cod. It is 
true indeed, the . of God ſome- 
times beſtows conſiderable Giſts upon 


a Perſons that are unconverted; but we 


1 Geſture, a diſtorted Countenance, Vio- 


are not immediately to believe that every 
— chat is bright and beautiful is che 
| ar Work of the Spirit in our Nay, 
Boiels we have ſome Reaſon to hope he 
Fertan is alſo one of the Sons of God. 
Much leſs ean we ſuppoſe that noiſie 


lence and Voeiferation are any Signs of 
the Preſence of the divine Spirit: ſome- 
times indeed the extraordinary ſh 
of Mind, — Ferrara A 
on, have extorted from the Saints of 
God loud Compinints and Groanings. 
David ſometimes, d this, as appears 
in N Jeſus Chriſ himſelf, when 
preſt with Sorrows heavier than Man 


1* could 
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get. 3 Fs , nene, 21 3 


could bear, Ys g Crys and Wart 

in the ML 17 Heb. V. 7. and 
we are ec 1 ba was with 
him. But t be great Noiſe, 
and violent Com ed. t to make 4 | 
ſhow of Fery Fang Powe. and with 


a Defign to make up the Want of in- 
ward evotion. Sd himſelf was in 
deed 0 at Sinai with Thunder and 
Lightning, and the Sound of a Trumpet 
once, Pod. Six. But another time when 
he came down to viſit Elijab, he was 
not in the Eat 
but.in the fil 2 Voice, 1 Kings xix. 

I. would not impute the Difference 
betwixt, the 85 Pe one Miniſter an 


another, one ,/Chriſtian and another, 
meerly to th ence or Abſence of 
the holy Spitit. Natural Cogltirari 
Capacities, . Acquiremeanrs, - natural. AL 
fections, and. p vidential Circumſtances 
can make a great Difference. Nor would 
I impute ifference that is betwixt 
the Prayers of the ſame true Chriſtians 
xt different Seaſons only, to the unequal 
Aſſiſtances of the UW wee Spirix; for ma- 
ny other thin concut to make - 
them more or, els "Gola or. fervent, dull 
or lively in the e 8 2 | 
e „ 


hquake, nor in "the Tempe meſh : 


; lent ſhould not be. wc at, 


| TN 
of this ho 187 meh de 

much of che "Spike 5 f Prayer in the 
Hearts of ſome 


| Ing is 4 new 


24 N a Chop W. 


. The ſecond Got hin we may 
be i 7 anger 51 A there 
is but a [mall Meaſure : rayer. 
How ready are ſome Perſons. to judge 
the Spirit of Prayer is abſent from t 


Hour, of that Perſon that ſpeaks to God, 


if he hath but a mean and contemptible 


| its if he ſcems 2155 1 epeat the ſame 
| e 


Things over again, undder 
you of Words, or expreſſes 5 Thoilg hts 
r. or. dilagreeable Language 


| if he 22 no Beauty For Connexron 


twixt his Sentences, and hath Vttle Or- 
der or Method in the ſeveral Parts of 
Prayer. Now, tho”. ſuc 0 0 that 
have ſo very ſmall and deſpiſable a 72 gs 

in 


BY 1 in a. embl: on 
5 "ll by e 5 65 5 
hf: they 1 aktained more 


uch Perſons as theſt. 
It may be they are young Chriſtians 


q lately converted, and are but heginning 


to learn to pra The Buſineſs of 1. 
„ Work to thom tho 
Zeal be warm, u, and their Hearts liveh 


in Grace. And natural Baſhfultieſy | may 
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Soft ancthe Shins Aae. 276 


i 0 ay be 2 N 
Parts, a poor Inyention and Nes 

: nor, or ſome 

. C 


a bareneß of Words, 
ay. on Unh 3 aug in their com- 
. mol WAY ng themſelves about 
1 . gy may be me of thoſe. 
: 25 thing of this at God bath 
e Aud to the. Knowledge of his Son, and 
r 
$ 


filled their Hearts with rich Grace ; but 
Grace doth not ſo far exalt Nature, as 
to change a dull Genius and low Capa- 
city into a Sprightlineſs of Thoughtand, 
— Vene re ne 
f they, have, o difuſes 
it the nth from PAYING 7 in. BY ick, and 
= when they are called to it again 
in Lt . e 
of Prayer, tho? Grace may be in its 

re advances 4 in the Soul. 

re Or perhaps Nel are in in cpr rely. Ex: 
ve erciſe of deep Humility and Mourning be- 
ie fore God — 5 enſe 925 Guilt, or over- 
ZF Per 
or conflicting hd wreſtling hard 72 55 
ſome hurty Wen or Mid þ or under a 
pcs deprethion of 1 1 10 ſome go 


ally, God ma vate ben from | 
W * e, | 


44% 4 * 


F | 815 
* —_ x * = - , * E 
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. 25 


5 as "Cunt ge 
er tc puviſh them Wirk Shame and 
Deonfuſion for ſome negletted Duty, and 

chaſtiſes them (it may be) for Carelcſ- 
neſs in ns Boer this Holy(Skill of 
ſpeaking to tho ſome Grages, ſich 
Sona and Loves way hens N in the 
eart oh | 
© \Sertietigich it may b appen "thit the 
Spirit of Prayer is communicated in a 
eat degree to N/A humble Chriftian who 
lls info many thoughtleſs Indecencies 
of Geſture in Prayer, or delivers his Sen- 
tences 7 a moſt unhappy Tone of 
| TE Crt He was never taughr to 
when he was' young, 

and 1 wech ill Hibits are not cafily cured 
afterward. We are not therefore to'de- 
ſpiſe and be offended at all ſuch Prayers, 
but, endeayour to ſeparate what is pious 
and divine from the human Frailty and 
Weakneſs; to, pity ſueh Perſons heatrily, 
and be ſo much "her more excited qur 


ſelves to ſeek after thi that i Is 4. 


greeable in the Gift rayer. b 
III. The Third Caſe, wherein wo are h 
in danger of Miſtake," is, Men the Gift Ne. 
is mt 5 bil at Some Perſom Mt! 


have been ready to imagine they could 
ay by the Spirit but. when ex- 


| I "the Gift of Prayer 'themſclves; 
| Bug & ths #'s gen Mia For tho 
oy "one 


. 
. D ? 4 4 mt - % 
þ d * 1 * 2 - "I 1 a 4 7 N 1 
4 3 es As alk 54 Lab 5 BY * 44 * Ne 1 
* * Wand A. * ** » is 1 * = on * r v, 4.4 - ” = * * * 1 
* * 


S0 the Gre FI . 7 
one Perſon be che Mouth of the geg 
comm evtry,one: that ala ue 
juſtly aid to pray in 9 
al; the 'Graces that are ſuited 
Duty of Prayetz and to the; Expreſſaus?ñ⁵ 
that are "then art found in Exerciſe: _ © 
* 3 our. And tis poſſihle that 
e 8 ee 
A Silt ” ys" 4 or Mis: 3 
o Heart, While the Perſon «chat ſpeakaro! 
cs Wl God inthe. Name of others bath rer 
1- WI little or nothing; ot the Spirit of God: 
of Wl with him, o when' the ards- of the 
to 
3 
: 


to, . 4 


Prayer are; aknown ſcribed Form. 4 
Tho' the Spirit of Prayer in the commn 
of Chriſtians is never apply'd+ NM 

to the exerciſe.of the Gift where dere 
is no Grace, yet tis often apply'd to the 
exerciſe of the” Grape of Prayer without”. 


nd any regard to the Gi | 
ly, / * ith 2 B. not expels the | 
zur /me ve a. all fine If 
be e 725 He hay no ww 
bound him es! 


always r we 
his Pe & in the. ſame. degree 5 


Zit Nence, tho? he Will never. 0 ' ll 
ors Wthoſe of whoſe In as Lene "i; 
uid EW 5 * 
8. 1 Oh W W 
es % 700 65 n 1 
cho pe # 0 5 4 3 | A 
one ow Way: '.. 
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. 2. eee enten, Chap we. 


r* o Prayer, ſhould: not preſume upon 


thiae they — 6/0 the ſame. 
These chat haue in aby meaſure loſt it 
ſnould not of ir a 


n; and t 
Nie wich b his: Influences, may 
hope to atrain them by 18 
this aturalty dead, me 75 the 


14. 1 f. . 


e that have not. yer. been 


* «as, * * 4 
" . ces, FI 
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 Believers'otilyo: He may viſit others" af 


he is the Author of ſome ſpiritunl Gifts, 


but ho abidles omy with the Saints. The 
Sons of God are fo many 


Holy Spirit, Cor. iir: 16. and he perfumes 
their Bols Wich che fweet Incenſe of 


Prayer aſcending 


9. *'Pis only the Children of God 
chat wette the's It” as a Spirit of A+ 
doption, '; 157. Becauſe % art 
— be. hath fur tio Spit of bis 


Jef e a receive this Spirit, Gali iini 
14. And whereſbever he is the Spirit of 
all Grace, he will in ſome” meaſure be 4 
Spikit of eee ie an 
Tit Levald Chriſtiens rherefore thut wou · d 


Holy 
the Sor} of God be frequent in Acts of 


Gift and eve Grace. 


Hani. 18. 
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of bis © 


ng up from their Hearts 
to God wh dwells in Heaven. If we k 
are in the Fleſh, that is, invawunconverted ; 
State, we canner" pleaſe ua nor walk is 
_ nor pray in the Spirit. Rom 


n 4 
Firat, and: tis % Nai in Chriſt Ti 


maintàaim and inereaſe in the Giſes of the 5 f 
he much by che Faith of 


Dependanee upon Chriſt Jeſus : For the 
is. givert0 him without meaſi and 
— EN his 282 may 


e and ori Re Bac the | 
Spirit thüt 9 the 


% Dyretions to oùtain Chap IV. 
Heart. and Tongue, and to all the Mem- 
bers, are deriv d from the Head, He 
that lives in Heaven as our Interceſſor 
and Advocate to preſent our Addreſſes 
and Petitions to the Throne, will ſend 
, his on Spirit down to Earth to aſſiſt 
us in drawing them up. Jive much upon 
bim therefore} as: ann and 
vour vital Head. 
7 2. Give all diligence to acquire this'Gift 
df ha Sal, aug to th Directiuus con- 
tei ning the Matter, Method aud Manner of 
Prayer, which have been laid down be- 
fore; and be much in tie practice of Hray- 
1 eee e wee one 8 
1 d x — * . The 
oP God will come and ble the L 237 
tze Mind towards the 
ritual Gifts. Timothy: 2222 
| I ere ec 
the Things of God, and to giur himſe 
wholly 2 the Mort, that his preſiting 
may to all, though be receiv'd 
Sitis by Inſpiration. - 1 Zim. iv. 3. com · 
„ par'd with aer. 14, 5. And 1 U 1.6. 
And much mare ſboud we de t be 
ae not thus iaſpir d. 12 189 
„fa 3 
Ws: diate Inſpirat ion, yet- there 2 
=, therSchools of the 7 i W 27 
1 7 thts 22 7 
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Pl 
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bs. 


jo which Nen were trained up in ve 
the Study of Divine t 
might be the better prepared to receiv 

the Hie of i Prophecy, and uſe and im- 
e it And theſe were called 
2 of ithe Prophets. 2 Kings vi. 1. 


— with his natural Powers, while the 
Spirit wrought mightily in him, Col. ii 29. 
Lu — lung the 
danger of : quenching the Spirit, 
vouring to furniſſi Vent ele with de. 
ter or of Prayer; for the 8 
rit of Gad-ulwally: works in and by t 
uſe of Means. As in the Nature 
ſo in the of Grace; *tis a true and 
Divine z: the Soul won N 
ee e bit he 8 
ligent ſhall be made 


are to ä an 
divine Adliftarice, for the Spirit 


FB deen #5, K N 
Nom viii. 26. A8 i a Man ſhowult 


der to xaiſe it, and Helper 
ſnould make bis Labour 2 0 
ſing it eee fulfilling 
the De was the Enco mem 
which gave his Son mw Pa 
1 Chrom, Nxii- 16. Ariſe and be doing, and the 
6 8 
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22. St. Paul la- _ 


imagine your ſelves to beim 


hold of ane. 3 Burden in or- gif 0 | 


| ] to hope his Spirit will ſtrengſ hem at 


2 Directions roolthin Chap. 
up our ſelves to obey the Command of 
God and ſeek his Face, e are ltaſon 


this Obedience, and aſſiſt us in ſarking: As 
when God commanded Eartie 20 ariſt 
and fand uwpen bis Heer, and bid hin pr 
forth his natural Powers 
imſelf, The Spirit entered into him, 
ſet lim #pou this Feet, and by a Beine 
Poveer made him at. iii. 1, E. 

5 RC 
fed Spirit as Spind VDepend 
not upon all your natural or acquired A- 
Hilities, w glorious Autainments oe. 
Ho 2 


"Lake Ai. 54 Plead 
leer — _—_— 
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ods __6.A. A2H. codes. Ard Ao ttt 
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n ae4t Progr” 4 


ſent, and aſſiſt in the exerciſe of Grace, 4 4 I 


while we uſe,” Forms of Pmyer, vet 
let us haven Date ho we ſtiſle or re ſtrain 


any Holy. Line coma. abt 15 | b 


-heavenly Affections, that are fired up 


— Hoarts when we pray. If we re- 
vary fromthe Form that is ritten do ẽõen 
botore us, we run a great Riſque df grirv- 


them, becauſe we will not = 


ing the Holy Spirit, and cauſing him * 


.departfrom us as he is the Spirit f Grace 
and we'cffoctually hinder he ow rid 
his Aſſiſtance in the Giſt of Prayer. 
While 
Devorion from thoſe Prayers that are en- 
dited by the Spitit of God in Scripture, 
— ante and quench not his further O- 
tions, by confining your ſelves en - 
. t thoſe Words nd Ex 
tyi 


prefiggs: 


Spirit may he que 
> your ſelvrs to his on 
had thought choſe Words af 
Scripture All-Hufficient for al che De 
and Mants of his Saints in A 
would have given ſome him of it in 
Word; he would have 6; 
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w the beſt aids i in your 1 


even 


thoſe Prayers always; ani there; ; would — 
have been no further Promise of zhe Spi- 5 
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of this divine Aſſiſtant, che Lo 
- "Spirit, le vi. 18. te tld with 


| _ "thing at all of inward divine 
towards God through 


and Temper of thoſe Souls, 
Whole Years of Worſhip,” 
$ rit in them do rp gt cnet 

Go in Prayer, and improve iti woll. Spread 


all the Sails 
very Gale of 


| it, i whie wr was 1 11 

18, 19 r inen 

he 71 —— ulge your ſelves in a rourſ 
—— 

D, and Lip-Servites, without pious De 


"ons and warn Devotion in pour ' own Spirits. 


of thisFormali 


There may be da 


ty and 
Coldpeſs even in the exerciſe of the Gift 


of Prayer when wr are not tyed to a 
Form. And how can we think the Spi- 
Tit of God will come to our Aſſiſtante, 
if oursSpirits wirhdraw and are abſene from 
the Work. - ©4477 ets rid . 
"0 Take notice of the Frameofyour Minds 
in Prayer, obſerve the Preſence orAbſerice 


* — 1 


and ſince ye are bid to pray 


any one Prayer, where ye have found no- 


the work of his 
-own' Spirit. O the Diſmal Character 
and multiph 
Duties and Forms of Devotion, without 
End and without Number, 2 no Spi- 


6 80 


rhankful for every Aid of the Spiritof 


# his Heavenly 


2 


blows 


Sage bie 8 r 


HAM when and where it lifteth, Joh. { 
8. Comply with | his | holy Brear hings - 
and ſpiritunl Niotions. Abide in Prayer 
when feel your Graces raiſed into a 
lively e for l Fperis Abe 
mae John vi, 63. He doth not al- 
ways come it a ſenſible Manner, _ 
fore be + careful, leſt - 
him off, or thruſt him from t Deas: 1 
F ee ne d u 1 
* Heve « care of Pride and Self-fuſfii- .- 
ency, when a any time you feel great EE. 
la of Son in Prayer, with rm 
th nian, and-divine Delight. Attribure 
not to your ſelves what is due to God. 
leſt he he d. The Gift of Praj - 
Mot ray er rr wr ＋. —4 = 

in danger the unwa 9 
Chriſtians 9 — us Ane ber, that 
tis with' the bumble that God w pews 59 
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than from the whole Sermon. How 
all ſinful Tem 
tations, and how much devoted to 
And do ye not long to be able to pray 
-- thus in your Houſholds and in your own 
 Cloſers?. Would it not be a Pleaſure for 
en to be thus able to entertain their 
_ Whole Families daily? and for Chriſti- 
-ans thus to entertain one another when 


? 


Pars to pray to their common God 
| at 


her? and to help one another at 
rate onward to the World of 
| Prot? Wben the Diſciples had juſt been 
Witneſſes of the Devotion of our Lord, 
Luke xi. t. who ſpake as never Man 


hikes their Hearts 


grow warm under 
2705 of that Bleſſed Worthipper, 


and one of them in Name of the-reſt 
d out, Lord, teach us ta pray, 1% 
Attainment. of this Gift 


Pat on the other hand, hath not your 
| ky Experience ſometimes taught you 
that Zeal and Devotion hath been cbol - 


e e e 
. 


didens 


r woe PAL WIS 
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titions or weak and wandering "= 0 
of ſome Fellow-Chriſtian that leads the 
Pity And at another time a well 


fram'd er of beautiful Order ane 
Language hath been render'd diſagree- 
ble by ſome unhappy Tones and Ge- 3 
ſtures, ſo that ans * Bhs been read "9M 
— for the Concluſion, and have deen. a 
of Attendanctce. 
| Who then would willingly teat 
t of ſuch an Artainment, which 
is 10 ſweet and ſucceſsful an Iuſtrament 
to advance Religion in the Powers and 
Pleaſures of it in their own Hearts, and 
the Hearts of all Men Uhar We i 
* them 

IV. The Wen of God and" the Credit” 
. nr fer will afford me a· 
nother Spring o ments to excite 
to N aa of Prayer. TE 

The God eſteems himſelf diſhs- 
nour'd when we do not pay him the beft. 
Worſhip we are capable of. The Work. 
of the Lord muſt not be done negligent» 
ly. Ix is highly for his Honour that we 
be furniſhed with the bef Talents for his- 
Service, and that we loy them in 
the beff Manner, This diſcovers to the 
World the inward high Eſteem and Ve- 
neration we have for our nn: . 
wes ____ Glory in the Eyes 

M 3. " But 


= 
* 


EE a 


© 
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But to neglect utterly this Gift of Prayer 
and to ſerve him daily with a few ſud 
den * 9 with crude and impro- 
per Expreſſions that never coſt us any 
ing but the labour of our Lips while 
we ſpeak, this is not the way to ſanCtifie 
his Name among Men. 77 I the 

Th here is a fintul Sloth and Indifſerence 
in Religion, that hath tempted ſome 
Men to believe that God is no curious 
and exact Inquirer into outward Things: 
And if they can but perſuade themſelves 
their Intentions are right, they imagine 
that for the Subſtance and Form of their 
Sacrifice any thing will ſerve: And as 
tho' he were not a God of Order they 
addreſs him often in Confuſion. Becauſe 
the Heart is the chief thing in Divine 
Worſhip (like ſome fooliſh /Þaelire ) they 
are regardleſs what Beaſt they offer him 

ſio it hath but a Heart. But the Prophet 
Malachy thunders with divine Indignati- 
on and Jealouſie againſt ſuch Worſhip- 
pers. Ie have brought that which was torn 
and lame and the ſick, ſhould I accept this 
at your hand? I am a great King, ſaith the 
Tord of Hoſts, and my name is dreadful. 
Mal. 1. 13, 14. He upbraids us 'with 
ſharp Reſentment, and bids us offer it 10 
our Governour, and asks, if he will be plea- 
ſed with it? Now. our Conſciences ſuß- 
yon: CRE ES ficiently 


3 


þ 
p 
| 
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- 
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Chap. V. 70 learn to Pray. 


ven expect a due Care in orderin 


the Neceſſity of ſo frequent Addreſſes to | 


"Worſhip that conſiſts in the devour 
Tempet of the Worſhippers, and W- 
lively Exerciſe of hol y A ffections; but 


Beauty that ariſes from a decent and ac- 


247 * 
ficiently inform us how careful we anc” 
when we make an Addreſs to an earth 
Governour, to have our Thoughts we 
ordered and Words well choſen, as well 
as to tender it with a loyal Heart: Aud 
may not our ſupream Governour in Hea- 

our 
Thoughts, and chuſing our Words, ſo 
far at leaſt as to anſwer all the Deſigns | 
of Prayer, and fo far as is conſiſtent with 


him and our other Chriſtian Duties? © + 
The Credit of Religion in the World is 
much concern'd in the honourable Diſ- 
* of the Duty of Prayer. x 
There is an inward Beauty in Divine 


Ci 


of this God only is Witneſs who ſees 
the Heart. There is alſo an outward” 


ceptable Performance of all the Parts of 
it that come within the Notice: of our © 
Fellow - Creatures; that thoſe that ob- 
ſerve us may be forc'd to acknowledge 
the Excellency of Religion in our Pra- . 
ctice of it. 

Where Worſhip is perform d b int | 
mediate Inſpiration, a natural O oy 


l 7 


Things and a becoming Behaviour is te- 


M 4. nir d- 


24 ' A Perſuaſive Chap. V. 
— in him eſpecially who leads the 
"Worſhip. This is the Deſign of the A- 
poſtle in his Advice to the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. -xiv. 40. Let all things be done 
Aecentiy and in order. i; e. Let ſuch a 
-prudent Conduct, ſuch a regular and ra- 
tional Management in all the Parts of 
Worſhip be found among you, as gives 
re Beauty to human Actions, and 
will give a viſible Glory to the Acts of 
Religion. Where this Advice is follow- 
ed, if the unlearned and unbeliever, i. e. 
ignorant and profane, come into the afſem- 
"bly, they will fall down and worſhip God, 
and 78 God is in you of 4 „ v. 1. 
But if ye are guilty of Diſorder in Foo — 
ig, and break the Rules of natural Light 
110 Reaſon in uttering your Inſpirati- 
ons, the unlearned and unbelie vers will ſay, 
ye are mad, tho“ your Words may be 
the Dictates of the holy Spiri. 
Much more is this applicable to our 
common and ordinary Performance of 
"Worſhip. When an unskilful Perſon 
peaks in Prayer with a heavineſs and pe- 
nury of Thought, with mean or im- 
pro Language, with a falſe and of- 
fenſive tone of Voice, or accompanies 
His Words with aukward Motions, what 
Slanders are thrown upon our Practice? 
A whole Party of Chriftians is 3 
5 2 


ef 


— 
* 


when a Miniſter or Maſter of a Family” 


c 
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and the Scoffer fich, we av m Bi 


with — of devout Sentiments an 
offers his Petitions and Praiſes 


A0 the Name of all that are 


pre · 


ent, and obſerves all the Rules of n: 


tural Decen Ar his Voice and Geftur 
how much Credit is done to our Profel- 
ſion hereby, even in the Opinion 4 
thoſe who — Ck no Kindneſs for our way 
of Worſhip? And how effectually bole 


— on Performance confute the pretend=" | 


eceſſity of impoſing Forms? How 
gorouſy doth it triumph over the'Slan-- 
of the Adverſary, 4 force a Con- 
viction upon the Mind, that there is 


omerhing divine and heayenly "yon. 


us? 


ner than is done by an ingenious Author 


of the laſt Age, who being a Courtier g 
in the Reigus of the two Brothers Charlex, i 
and Jame the Second, can never ye 


under the Suſpicion of — Diſſenter, 
and that is the late Marguiſi of Hallifas.. 

Fhis noble Writer in 2 little Book un 

der a borrow'd: Character 
Sentiments of Things 


ives his own 
e tells us char 


* He fur Ben gel Nag the itaperinets 1 1 


„ wWanderings 


of thoſe, who pour out 


I canftot repreſent thisin a better m¹˙ . 
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259 . A Perfuaſve Chap V. 
s and all from their own Stock; à bar- 
ren Soil, which produces Weeds in- 
&* ſtead of Flowers; and by this means 


they expoſe Religion. it ſelf, rather 


than promote Mens Devotions: On | 


© the other fide, there may be too 
© Reſtraint put upon Men, whom God 
& and Nature hath. diſtinguiſh'd- from 
« their Fellow-Labourers, - by- bleſſing 


< them with a happier Talent, and by 


giving them not only good Senſe, 
. — a powerful Utterance too; has 
* enabled them to guſh out upon the 


Stream of devout and unaffected 

- © quence;.when a Man fo qualifted 

« duced with Learning too, and above 
all, adorn'd with a good Life, breaks 
<« out into a warm and well deliyer'd 
& Prayer before his Sermon, it has the 
& appearance of a. divine Rapture; he 
4 raiſes and leads the Hearts of the Aſ- 
& ſembly in another Manner than the 
„ moſt compos'd or belt ſftudy'd Form 
« of Set Words can ever do: And the 
« Pray wee's, who ſerve up all their Ser- 


e attentive Auditory, - with a mighty 
en- 


4 mons with the ſame garniſhing, would 


& look like ſo many Statues, or Men of 


« Straw in the Pulpit, compar'd. with 


&« thoſe who ſpeak with ſuch. a power- 
& ful Zeal, that Men are tempted at the 


| 


rr ere Ig 


© diftated their Words to em. 


= 


V. A Fifth Perſuaſive to ſeek the Gift 


of Prayer ſhall be drawn from the Ea. 


m of attaining it, with the common Aſ- 


{ſtances of the holy Spirit. Eaſe I call 


it, in compariſon of the long Toil and Dif- 
ficulty that Men go through, ir order 
to acquire a common Knowledge in Arts, 
Sciences or Trades in this World; tho“ 
it is not to be expected without ſome 
Pains and Diligenc.  _ | 
Some young Perfons may be fo fooliſh* 


and unhappy as to make two or three 


bold Attempts to pray in Company, be- 
fore they have well learnt to pray in 
Secret; and finding themſelves much at 
2 loſs and bewildered in their Thoughts, 


or confounded for want of Preſence ot 


Mind, they have abandon'd all H 


and contented 'themfelves with ſaying, 2 
It is impoſſible * And as they have tempted 


God by -raſhly venturing upon ſuch an 
Act. of Worſhip without any due Care 
and Preparation, ſo they have afterward 
thrown the Blame of their own Sloth or 
God himſelf, and cried, It is à meer Gift 
of Heaven, but God hath not beftow'd it on 
me. This is as if a Youth who had jut 


begun to read Logic, ſhould attempt 
immediately to 6 1 


— 0 


Chap. V. s lars to Pray, we 


% Moment to believe Heaven it ſelf has 
1 


5 


and finding himſelf baffled: and confound- 


ed ſhould caſt away his Book, renounce 
his Studies, and ſay, I ſball never learn 
it, it is impoſſible. Whereas when we 
ſeek any Attainment, we muſt begin re- 
larly, and go on gradually toward Per- 
EQtion with Patience and Labour: Let 
but the wed wig come in the fe- 
cond Chapter of this Treatiſe, for acquiri 
tbe Gift of Prayer, be ducly followed, — 
doubt not but a Chriſtian of ordinary 
Capacity may in time gain ſo much of 
this Skill, as to anſwer the Demands o 
his Duty, and his Station. 3h 
Loet a Man obtain a tolerable: Ability 
to pray in Secret, and exerciſe it there 
often before he attempt it in Company. 
Let him alſo begin firſt with one or two 
of his intimate Acquaintance, or his In- 
feriors, where he may fall under no con- 
cern of Mind becauſe of the Hearers, 
nor ſuffer Confuſion for want of Cou- 
rage. Let him be ſhort at firſt, and of- 
fer up a fes common Requeſts, and 
ceced by * Tg to enlarge and | 
all the Worſhip in his Family in a more 
publick Mannes 14. 
Rather than I would be utterly deſti 
tute of this Gift of Prayer, I would make 
fuch an Experiment as this. Once 4 
Mouth N would draw wp 4 now Prayer 
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for my ſelf in Writing for Morning: and 
—— and for the Lord's Day, ac- 
rings to-all Parts of this Duty deſeribed 
in —— Chapter of this Book, or out 
of the — that Mr. Heury bath- 
collected in his Method of Prager. F 
would uſe it conſtantly all that Month, 
yet never confining my oy all along to 
thoſe very ſame words, but giving my 
felf a to put in or leave out, or 
enlarge according to the preſent Work 
ings of my Heart, or Occurrences of 
Providence. Thus by degrees I would 
write leſs and leſs, at laſt ſerting down. 
little more than Heads or Hints of 
Thought or Expreſſion; juſt as Mini- 
ſters learn by degrees to leave off their 
Sermon- notes in Preaching. T would 
whether a Vear or two of this Pra- 
ctice will not furniſh me with an Ability 
in ſome meaſure to pray without this 
help; always making it one of my Peti- 
tions, that God would pour out more of 
his Spirit upon me, and teach me the 
Skill of Praying ; 
O4j. If any Chriſtian that loves his 
Eaſe ſhould abuſe this Propoſal, and lay. 


* If I may uſe this Prayer of my owrr - 


Framing for a Month her 
wv; tem OO Lin * Aud 


- & ge 


- 


*5+ A Perſuaſive' Chap V 
ec ge my ſelf no further Trouble about 
4 learning to pray ß Fe 
Anſ. 1. I would frft deſire ſuch a Man 
to-read over again the t Inconveni- 
encies mentioned in the /econd Chap- 
ter, that ariſe from a perpetual Uſe of 
Forms, and the danger of Confinement 

to them. Mr ike» Hr 

An. 2. I would ſay in the ſecond Place; 
The Matter of Prayer is almoſt infinite: 
It extends to every thing we can have to 
tranſact with our Maker, and it is im- 
poſſible in a few Pages to mention parti- 
eularly one tenth Part of the Subjects of 
our Converſe with God. But in draw- 
ing up new Prayers every Month, in time 
wo may run thro! a great Part of thoſe 
Subjects and grow by degrees to be ha- 
bitually furniſhed for Converſe with him 
on all Occaſions whatſoever: Which can 
never be done by dwelling always upon 
one Form or two. As Children that 
learn to read at School, daily take out 
new Leſſons, that they may be able at 
laſt to read every thing, which th 
would not well attain, if they always 
dwelt on the ſame Leſſon. 155 

Anſ. 3. Beſides, there is a blefſed V 


iety of Expreſſions in Scripture to re- 


preſent our Wants, and Sorrows, and 
Dangers: The Glory, Power 0 


* - 


R 


— 


of. God, his Promiſes and Covenant, our 
Hopes and Diſcouragements; and ſomes 
times one Expreſſion, ſometimes another 
mw beſt ſuit our preſent turn of Thought 
and Temper of our Minds. It is good 
therefore to have as large a Furniture of 
this kind as poſlible, that we might ne- 
yer beat a loſs to expreſs the inward Sen- 
timents of: our Soul, and clothe our De- 
fires and Wiſhes. in ſuch words as are 
moſt exactly fitted to tl em. 
An. 4. 1 bo' God is not the more af- 
fe&ted with Variety of Words and Ar- 
guments in Prayer, (for he acts upon o- 
ther Principles borrow'd from himſelf Y = 
yet our Natures are more affected wit 
ſuch a Variety. Our Graces are drawn 
into more vigorous Exerciſe, and by our 
Importunity in pleading with God with 
many Arguments, we put our ſelves more: 
diredtiy under the Promiſe that is made- 
to importunate Petitioners; and we be- 
2 fitter to receive the Mercies we- 
bj. If any Chriſtian on the other: 
hand ſhould forbid all uſe of ſuch Com- 
poſitions, as ſuppoſing them utterly un- 
lawful and quenching the Spirit. | 
Anf. I would humbly reply, There is. 
no danger of that. While e do not reſt 


— 


„ But of our Sufficiency: And that a 


* —— divine Aſſiſtancr, as if he 


* 


= ach Mats ng 54 Sue | 
them only as Aﬀeans to teach us to pray, 
and never once confine our ſelves to them 
„ e- of Alteration. Tis the 
ying qr oe a t Divine, © Tho” ſet 
— 5 — made by others, be as a Crutch 
« or beip of — a yet thoſe 


« which we compoſe our ſelves, are a 


Man ought not to be ſo conſined b 
« any — Form, as to negle 
* Keg, Infuſion. Heſhould ſo pre- 
imſelf, as if he ex no 4 

RR god he ſnould ſo dep made 


* ho ion: 
Here, if I might obtain devo of 
Fathers i in the Miniſtry, I would ſay this 
to younger Students: That if in their 
private Years of Study they purſued 
fuch a 2 once a Week as I have 
kere deſcribed, I'm perſuaded their Gifts 
would be richly: improv' d,, their mini- 
fteriat Labours would be more univerſak- 
ly acceptable to the World; their Ta- 
lents Sold de attractive of Multitudes- 
to their Place of Worſhip; the Hear- 
ers would be rais'd'in-their Spirits while 
the Preacher prays with a regular and 


b 828 Nr Ir 


no 


1. 422 ö and they would re- WI 
cee If 79 
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ceiye thoſe Sermons with double Infſu- 
ence: and Succeſs, which are attended 
with ſuch Prayers. 
VI. The , Attempt I ſhall make-to 
convince Chriftians of the neceſſity of 
ſecking this Gift, ſhall be meerly by re- 
preſenting the Ill Conſequences of the Neglect 
of it, If you take no pains to learn to 
Pray, you will unavoidably 1255 into one 
of theſe three Evils. 
Either Fu, 1 you will drag. on bearily 
in che work of Prayer all your Days, e- 
ven in your Cloſets as well as your Fa- 
mil = aac re- 
Rions in the performance, as will rob 
great eg toft the Be- 
| t N this ſweet Duty, 
give neither Pleaſure nor Profit” to 
them that hear you: The Ignorant part 
of your Houſhold will fleep under you, 
while the more Knowing are in pain for 
you. And perhaps you will ſometimes 
. to r on the 2 of 
Devotion by increaſing the length 
of itz Bur 4855 . i 
nother, and lay more Burdens N 
that are weary. 
Or Secondly, If find that 
not on the Conſtancy of t 
with — you will give 


your own Soul of a 
e the Deli 


8 


your Fug to a few {ct Forms, and reſt 
in 


v7 


458 


it may be poſſible for ſome Perſons to 
uſe a Form without Deadneſs and For- 
mality of Spirit, yet ſuch as from a meer 
: nl of Sloth neglect to learn to 
| are molt likely to fall into For- 
; and Slothfulneſs in rhe uſe of 
"Farm and the Power of Religion wall 
— 1 he laft pl if been 
| r in the laſt place, i have 
Bred up with Erle. fron of all 
Forms 5 Prayer, and yet know not how 
to pray without them, you will grow 
firſt inconſtant in the diſcharge of this 
Duty; every. little Hinderance will pat 
for by; and at laſt perhaps you will 
ve it off intirely;. mth your Houſe and 
your Cloſet too in time: will be without 


ra 

"Chil — which of theſe three Evil 
will ye chuſe? Can ye be ſatisfied to 
Drudge on to your Lives end, among 
Improprieties and Indecencies; and thus 
expoſe Prayer to Contempt? Or will 
your Minds be cafie to be 'confin'd for 
ever to a Form or two of Slothful De- 

. mee ? 7 3 Pra 5 ' baniſh'd * 

our Houſes, an a 8 0 

eligion be loſt among : 
8 which of Theſe Evils do ye 


ol for your Children? you charge 
them 


1 Perſuaſbe dun U | 


| in them from Year to Year. Now tho 


k4<IY A  o& frne ww aac 
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them to pray daily, you tell them ib 
Si and 2 63 always upon 
Prayer-Books, and yet you ſcarce ever 
give them any regular Inſtructions how 
to perform this Duty. How can ye ex- 
pect they ſhould maintain Religion ho- 
nourably in their Families, and avoid the 
2 you forbid? But whatſoever ill 
Conſequences attend them hereafter, con- 
ſider what ſhare of the Guilt will lye at 
the Door of thoſe who never took any 
pains to teach them to pray. 1:1 
While I am perſwading Chriſtians 
with ſo much Earneſtneſs to ſeek the Gift 


of Prayer, ſurely none will be ſo weak 


as to imagine the Grace and Spirit of Prayer 
may be neglected. Without ſome de- 
ees of common Influence from the 
leſſed Spirit, the Gift is not to be at- 
tain'd: And without the Exerciſe of 
Grace in this Duty, the Prayer will ne- 
ver reach Heaven, nor prevail with God. 
He is not taken with the brighteſt Forms 
of Worſhip, if the Heart be not there. 
Be the Thoughts never ſo Divine, the 
Expreſſions never ſo ſprightly, and de- 


liver'd with all the ſweet and moving 


Accents of Speech, it is all in his Eſteem 
but a fair Carcaſs without a Soul: It is 
a meer Picture of Prayer, a Dead Beauty + 


which cannot Charm a lifeleſs on 
N | W 
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which the living God will never accept; 
nor will af High- Prieſt ever pre- 
feat it to the Father. 

But theſe things do not fall directly 
I vould there- 


under m ent 
fore ers to thoſe 


Þiritual Worſhip, and deſcribe the Glo- 
ry of inward Devotion above the beſt 
outward Performances. Then ſhall they 
learn the Perfection of Beauty in this 

part of Ways GO ha Gift 8 
_- Grace of Prayer are ily. joyned : 

— Then ſhall their Curls with God be 
maintained in the ſecret Pleaſure and Suc- 
ceſs of it, and appcar before Men in its 
full Lovelineſt, and attractive Power. 
Then ſhall Religion look like itſelf, Di- 
vine and Heavenly; and ſhine in all the 
Luſtre it is capable of here upon Earth. 
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